
The NAYPW Land Acknowledgement
 The NAYPW recognizes the genocide, persecution, displacement, and cultural and personal losses

experienced by the approximately 574 tribal nations in the United States and over 634 self-
determining nations recognized in Canada, in addition to Inuit and Métis peoples, from a history and
present-day experience of colonization by European settlers across Turtle Island. The NAYPW strives

to be a role-model organization of youth, and for youth, in respecting these communities, taking
action on the water and environmental-related challenges they face for positive change, and inter-

community trust and cooperation. We hope that this organizational statement and the actions of the
NAYPW will encourage other groups in the water space to develop their own land acknowledgement
and inclusion statements. We hope that our members, and both potential and current partners, will
see this statement and reflect on their experiences living on land seized by colonizing governments.

We also hope that this statement will help us continue to build a relationship of trust and respect
with sovereign tribal and Indigenous nations on the continent. The NAYPW has deeply held

convictions on inclusivity, diversity, and radical change-making, and we want communities to know
that we are actively looking for bridges to build, and ways of building better bridges. 

 
The NAYPW is a primarily remote organization that exists without an official office or location, and

connects youth water activists, professionals and researchers from across the continent. As a
nonprofit, the NAYPW is officially registered on the traditional territory of the Chemapho, the

Chepenefa, and the Kalapuya, as an organization in Corvallis, Oregon, USA. We are also registered on
land taken from the Anishinaabeg, the Haudenosaunee, the Wendat, and the Mississaugas of the

Credit First Nation, and in the ‘Dish with One Spoon Territory’, through our registration in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada.

 
The NAYPW is an action-oriented organization. We want this statement to encourage others,

including our non-Indigenous members, to reflect on their experiences living on seized land and
actively seek knowledge about the dark history of Turtle Island. One way to begin this process is

through seeking out knowledge of their local place. Code for Anchorage and Native Land operate an
SMS and Facebook Messenger bot to help any person in the USA or Canada learn about the original

communities of their local place. We strongly encourage all the NAYPW members, and others, to text
(907) 312-5085 (US residents) or connect via Facebook Messenger with “Land Acknowledgement - Code

for Anchorage” (Canada, US, Australia, and New Zealand residents) to answer the question, “Whose
land am I on?”

 
From its inception, the NAYPW has been designed and led by individuals eager to combine forces with

impactful young people passionate about the water space from different perspectives and origins.
The NAYPW is currently led by Canadian and American Co-Presidents, who are not of Indigenous

descent. However, the co-founders established the NAYPW foundational commitment to geographic
representation in our leadership, which have been established in our by-laws. We therefore have a

process in place, as yet un-activated, to introduce new leadership team members from different
geographic entities across Turtle Island which have members registered to our network. We welcome

the beginning of this process for our first leadership team member(s) of Indigenous heritage. 

This document was prepared by the North American Youth Parliament for Water Leadership Team. Thank
you Meagan Hamilton for providing helpful feedback on earlier versions of this document. 

[1] https://ncai.org/about-tribes
[2]  https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/first-nations  

[3]  https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/a-dish-with-one-spoon
[4] https://land.codeforanchorage.org/ 
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